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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

VIA: Deputy Director for Operations

FROM:

Chief, East Asia Division

SUBJECT: Report of 632 Prisoners of War

1. Per vyour requestJ

to meet with

\to obtain details concerning the reported 632

U.S. prisoners of war held at an unknown location in Indochina.

2. According tol a legitimate and registered
arms dealer named contacted him to pass along an

offer of information for n an unidentified Indonesian.
@oes not know personally and has only

SpoKen With him twice via overseas telephone call. He was
placed in contact with for business purposes by one of

|business associates. is from Texas and

15 currently located in London.

3. The as yet unidentified Indonesian, whom| |
hDelieves 1s acquainted with through arms dealings,
claims to have a "recent" video tape which shows some or all of
tne alleged prisoners of war and "fingerprints."” It is not
clear how many sets of fingerprints are involved. The
Indonesian wants US $8 million placed in an escrow account
until his information is verified at which time the $8 million
plus an additional $12 million is to be paid the Indonesian.
The U.S. Government is then free to use the information in any

Wiy 1t sees it ( e Indonesian apparently will drop out of
tae o pichture., had asked that\ relay the

offer to the U.S. Government and | agreed that his
name pe used as bona fides for contact
4. As you are aware, it is U.S. Government policy that we

‘o not pay for information on prisoners of war or missing in
action in Indochina. Nevertheless, we have asked |

to contact[ ~  Jto obtain further details on his
proposal and have asked\ |report any
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informati nic @ 5 ds 1li
mation wnu‘,h even vaguely sounds like the proposal relaved

5. We will keep you advised of developments.
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